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with that as her outlet in the Pacific, and, therefore, she set
longing eyes upon Korea and Manchuria, the possession or
control of which would have afforded many excellent ports
and harbours, which would not only have been useful for the
mercantile marine, but also for the ships of the navy, and thus
have placed Russia in a commanding position on the Pacific
coast. It was the desire to obtain this that led her to unite
with Germany and France to prevent Japan from retaining
the possession of the Liao-tung Peninsula, as was originally
arranged in the Shimonoseki Treaty.

We have already noticed the events in Korea which led
up to the war between Japan and China'in 1894-5, and
there can be no doubt that one of the main causes, if not
the main cause, of that war was the fear that Russia would
seize that country and thus be in a position to threaten
the national existence of Japan. After that war she was
incessant in her efforts to interfere in the affairs of that
country; and, taking advantage of the mistakes made by
the Japanese administrators and the subsequent disorder,
she obtained considerable influence, and there was great
rivalry between her and Japan. Various attempts were
made at an agreement, and in 1896 a memorandum was
concluded, by which the powers of the contracting parties, as
regards Korea, were defined. Japan was required to limit
the number of her troops in Korea to a thousand for the
protection of her telegraph line between Fusan and Seoul,
and of her settlements in the capital and in the other ports
of Fusan, Wongsan, and Chemulpo. On the other hand,
Japan recognised the right of Russia to keep troops in
Korea, as well as her concession to construct a telegraph
line between Seoul and Siberia, Russia also obtained the
right to advise Korea concerning financial and military
matters as freely as Japan*

The unhappy Koreans suffered a great deal from their
varied and antagonistic advisers. Those who represented
Japan in their reforming zeal made a great error in attempt-
ing to introduce into the country radically new institutions